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CARTOONS DEPICT TEEN’S INCARCERATION IMPRESSIONS

SAN JOSE -- The Japanese American Museum of San Jose (JAMsj) unveils an eye-opening exhibit, Jack Matsuoka’s Cartoons: Making the Best of Poston at a reception slated for Saturday, February 28, 1:00-4:00 pm, at Wesley United Methodist Church, 566 North 5th Street, San Jose. This yearlong exhibit will be featured at JAMsj, located at 535 North 5th Street.

The reception program features cartoonist and author Jack Matsuoka; special recognitions by Congressman Mike Honda; historical perspectives by Cabrillo Community College Professor Sandy Lydon; and Boys and Girls Club of Silicon Valley (BGCSV) youth. The program will be followed by a book signing of Jack’s recently published Poston Camp II, Block 211 and viewing of exhibits at the church and across the street at JAMsj. The public is invited to this free event. 
At the outbreak of World War II, Jack and his family were uprooted from their home in Watsonville, California, and incarcerated at Poston, Arizona from 1942 to 1945. Just a teenager at the time, Jack documented Japanese American incarcerees making the best of a woeful situation through his often humorous and always insightful cartoons.

A companion project, Like Jack: Making the Best of It, links Jack’s experiences 60 years ago with those of BGCSV youth today. Inspired by Jack, they told their own stories of challenges and coping strategies through art and words. Their refreshingly candid work will also be displayed at JAMsj.  This collaborative project was funded by the California Story Fund of California Council for the Humanities. 
For more information and/or questions about the exhibit or reception, call JAMsj at (408) 294-3138 or visit the web site: www. jamsj.org. Museum hours: Tues-Fri, 11:00 am-3:00 pm; Sun, 11:00 am-2:00 pm.
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