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Asian Americans and Voting
By Leonard D. Chan

In the current election cycle, we our deluged vathls that rival 5. At the time of the survey (Aug 18, 2008 - Sept 28)8),
local weather reports in frequency. One that shaoldbe lost in  preferences for President among likely voters was

the mix is the one done by various researcherect#ieNational 24% McCain
Asian American Survey. 41% Obama
1% Other

The 2008 National Asian American Survey (NAAS) aites  34% still undecided

discover "which Asian Americans vote, why they yatdo they 6. Asian American party identification

vote for, and whether the Asian American vote [gadgtisan or a 32% identify themselves as Democrats, 14% identify
swing vote." NAAS was designed to discover and abwketails  themselves as Republicans, and 54% identify themsels
about Asian Americans that general polls of the Acaam being of some other party or as Independent/Notispar.
electorate miss. The creators of NAAS believe thalr survey is  (See Table 5 for party identification)

the most thorough and accurate survey of the Asiarerican 7. Although Asian American as a whole favored Obamd1$

community done to date. to 24% for McCain, Vietnamese favored McCain by 5%
24% for Obama.
Here are some of the NAAS findings. (See Table 7 for voter preference)

1. At the time of the 2004 election, a large portiomef 32%) of 8. When respondents were asked to name the most mmport

adult Asian Americans could not vote because thenewot problems facing the nation, the economy came st. fivhen
they were allowed to name more than one issueyanén

citizens.

2. Asian Americans have a lower rate of voter regismathan Iraq also was shown to be of major concern. Odes;j jobs,
most other groups, including African Americans. 580 immigration, and health care came in at a relatibeinched
respondents say they are registered and arounkearid% together third, and education and racism bunchéalieth.
more say that they will register in time for thed80 (See Figure 2)
presidential election. 9. Source of palitical information for Asian Americaitizens

3. 73% of currently register Asian Americans votedhia 2004 33% pay attention to Asian language television
presidential election. 32% get information from Asian language newspapers

4. NAAS's 2008 presidential election prediction oflikvoters —  20% from Asian language radio
43% of all adult Asian Americans (citizens and roitizen 18% from Asian language Internet sources

residents) 10.69% of all Asian Americans discuss politics witimfly and
65% of all adult Asian American citizens friends whether or not they are registered or dizens.
74% of registered Asian Americans (Continued on Page 2)

Table 5. Party Identification Among Asian Americans

Figure 2. Most Important Problems Facing Nation, Any Mention
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MeCain 24% 13% 12% 29% 17% 27% 51% 26%
Obama 4 53 41 35 60 36 24 38
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Undecided 34 33 43 34 23 38 24 35

Question: “Do you plan to vote for John McCain the Republican, or Barack Obama, the Democrat, or another candidate for
President of the United States, or are you unsure at this paint in time?™




Give Us Your Feedback

Please feel free to send us your reviews, commantshook
suggestions. You can contact us at -
aacpinc@asianamericanbooks.com

Up Coming Events
Here are some events that AACP will soon be attendnvite
us to your events.
Date/Time Event Location
Nov. 15 Japantown Winter Arts & Crafts Buddhist Church Gym
Boutique SJ 640 N. 5th St.
San Jose, CA
Jan. 10 Tentative 5th Annual Poetry In| SM Main Library
San Mateo Day San Mateo, CA
A Beginning of the Year Poetry
Celebration
Other Event of Interest that AACP May Not Attend
Nov. 1-30 | National Novel Writing Month |  In Your Home
Nov. 12- | Nat. Assoc. for Multicultural Ed| Sheraton New Orlean
16 (NAME) 2008 Conference New Orleans, LA
Nov. 14- | CA Lib. Assoc. Annual McEnery Convention
17 Conference Center
San Jose, CA
Nov. 15 National Pacific Islander Paramount High
8-3pm Educator Network (NPIEN) School
7th Annual Education Conferencé&4429 S. Downey Ave
Keynote speakers are Pacific | Paramount, CA
Islander Pulitzer Prize Winner
Manny Crisostomo and McNair
Scholar James Kawika Riley
Nov. 20- | CA School Lib. Assoc. Sac. Convention
23 Conference 2008 Center
Sacramento, CA
Nov. 22 | Performance of "The Betrayed"| NJAHS
2pm by Hiroshi Kashiwagi 1684 Post St.
Performed by Hiroshi Shimizu & San Francisco, CA
Sue Asano. Shimizu is a populgr
leader of numerous community
organizations in San Francisco,
while Asano is a former member
of the Center Players of San
Francisco. Following the reading,
Kashiwagi will be signing his
recently-publishedShoe Box
Plays"

Editor's Message

Hello Everyone,

Happy Halloween! If you're getting this in NovempEappy

All Saints' Day, All Souls' Day, and Undas or Aragrmga
Namayapa! Happy NaNoWriMo and Happy Election Day} to
I'm a little late, but I'll throw in Chung Yeung @miwali also. If
you are unfamiliar with any of these events, &Hve it to you as
homework to figure them out. If | missed somethingf you'd
like to share how you celebrated these days, ldtmowy.

Hey everyone, try to get over to see the perforraarfdiiroshi
Kashiwagi's play "The Betrayed" on November 22 sTikithat
great play in Hiroshi's memoir Swimming in the Amgan and
is also in his new collection of plays called SiBax Plays.

Professor Sue Fawn Chung is looking for your hedwe a look
at the announcement below.

Thanks Hiroshi and Prof. Chung for sending me your
announcements.

Thank you so much Prof. Karthick Ramakrishnan fesveering
the questions | shot off to you with so little roati I'll try to have
the additional answer you gave in the website warsi the
newsletter.

Thank you Sharon and Jean for your help with sofhtieeobook
descriptions.

One last note: the November newsletter, like irt pears, will
be combined with the December newsletter and withe out in
early December.

That's all for now.

Leonard Chan
Executive Editor

(Continued from Page 1)

Some questions asked of Prof. Karthick
Ramakrishnan of UC Riverside - one of the
researches that helped to create NAAS.

The glaring difference between ethnic groups appearto be in
the number of register citizens - Asian Americans itizens

were the lowest group in the Nov. 2004 election &tfl.8%. Did

you notice this figure in your research and what dg/ou think

about it? Do you plan on finding out more information as to
why Asian American citizens don't register to votdn the same
numbers as the others?

Yes, apart from trying to produce a report thatugseful for
showing how Asian Americans will vote, the main Igo&this

survey is to tackle the question of why Asian Aroanis don't

participate in high numbers, given their generbifyher levels of
educational attainment and income. We will be wagkon a book
to answer this question.

On approximately Sept. 26 (the end of your surveywhat was
the percentage of All American that were undecided®o you
have some rough figure or survey you could point mé&? I'm
trying to understand if 34% undecided among AAs was/ery
different from the general public or not - was it?

On surveys reported igalclearpolitics.com, the average on Sept. 26
was approx. 10%, much lower than for AAs.

Here's a general question - did you consider or agally have a
control group to see the differences between Asiglmericans
and the general American populace? I'm most curiousto
know what the differences and similarities may be.For
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example in the section Behind the Asian American \te, how
do the AA issue statistics differ from the generalAmerican
public? Regarding this section - what was the quesn you
asked? Were the issues part of a multiple choice gstion or
did the respondents come up with these issues oreth own?
Are there other similar surveys that you could poinh me to
that show the general public's top issues?

subdivisions and ethnic groups the range was frdnb% to
89.4%. Registered Asian American voters were inrntiédle of
this range at 85.2%. The primary difference betwedinthe
various groups was in the percentages of registavtais - Asian
Americans had the least number of registered oitize

So the key among all groups appears to be in gefieople to

We didn't have a control group (due to limited fung). The dataregister - those that are registered seem to pmtigh follow
are weighted to be nationally representative ofAAepopulation, through on actually voting.

S0 you can compare that data to findings from dérgre national

surveys. On the most important issue question,réspondentsAnother interesting table is Table 12. This talileves statistics
volunteered an answer, and the interviewers assitmeone of on the reasons that people gave for not voting. Hagling
many codes (or coded it as "Other"). Best referesuceey would reasons - being too busy, with illness and didghfioming in at
be the Gallup most important problem question. second.

Playing devils advocate here - do Asian Americansae The Clerk of the House of Representativesalso has an
unique issues that need addressing, did your survdind these interesting website - clerk.house.gov. This officas official
issues, and if not do you and the others involved ithis survey counts from all the congressional and presideet@itions going
plan on doing further research on this topic? If wecannot back to 1920.

discern the uniqueness of what are truly Asian Amecan

issues, how do we justify the need for having mordésian Last but not least, check out tifesian and Pacific Islander
Americans in elected office? American Vote (APIA Vote) websiteApiAvote.org. APIA Vote
Having minority electeds in office is not dependentwhether orhas a bunch of information and resources andlidaiking for
not the issues they care about are unique. Todaneericans volunteers for this coming election. Check them out

care ab(_)l_Jt the economy, _but the particular waysw_mch o NAAS website

communities are affected (Job_ loss, home_loss_, éngtuun_on, http:/Awww.naasurvey.com/

_falled mvestments_) would be different. The iss@iénamigration Gallup Poll from 3/13/08

is now a lower priority for AAs than before, buttife economy  pitp:/www.gallup.com/poll/104959/Economy-Widely-Viewed-Most-
improves, it will likely come back up. Important-Problem.aspx

Clerk of the HR - page with vote count
http://clerk.house.gov/member_info/electionInfo/index.html

Current Population Survey election data
http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/voting.html
http://www.census.gov/population/socdemol/voting/cps2004/tab04a.xls
http://www.census.gov/population/socdemo/voting/cps2004/tab12.xIs
LC's modified 4a
http://asianamericanbooks.com/newslets/NAAS08/AlIRacel.xIs

¢ Asian and Pacific Islander American Vote
http://APIAVote.org

Other sources of information discovered as a

result of reading the NAAS report

The Census Bureau has data on past elections i@uiteent
Population Surveyprogram. One of the interesting tables | fou
there was on the November 2004 election (table Kajodified
this table (LC's modified 4a) to also show some itaathl
statistics. One of the fascinating discoveries et Americans
actually do vote in fairly high percentages. 88.6%uregistered
Americans voted in the 2004 election and amongdhallvarious

know a contact person, the person's name. The sfuoyld be

Miscellaneous Announcements and .
online by the end of 2009.

Thoughts

Former Secretary of State Powell on Muslims in Amer  ica
Wanted Some of you may have heard part of Former SecrethState
Information on Chinese American Historic Sites Colin Powell's Meet the Press interview. Howevéryau only
Sue Fawn Chung, Associate Professor of Historfi@University caught it through the small news clips, you mayehavissed
of Nevada, Las Vegas and member of the Board ofishdsy of Powell's statement about Muslim Americans. In lagesnent Sec.
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, isindp a study Powell reaffirmed a point | made in our March 20@8vsletter -
focusing on historic Chinese American sites fromiest times "What's so wrong about having a Muslim presideit?dnks Sec.
through 1965 with the specific aim of giving histad Powell for bringing this point to a wider audiendéere's what
background to allow sites to become eligible fatestand nationalSec. Powell had to say -
registers. This is a major step in trying to preserthe ...it is permitted to be said such things as, "Wely know that
achievements of Chinese Americans. This studyfferNational Mr. Obama is a Muslim." Well, the correct answerhe is not a
Park Service will be put online. Muslim, he's a Christian. He's always been a ClaistBut the

really right answer is, what if he is? Is there sthing wrong
If you know of a site (and have a photograph obitt this is notwith being a Muslim in this country? The answeis that's not
necessary) that should be mentioned, please e-iii@l America. Is there something wrong with some seean-gld
information to us at AACP and we will forward thrgarmation to Muslim-American kid believing that he or she cdoddpresident?
Prof. Chung. Please include the address of theasiteif you Yet, | have heard senior members of my own parop dhe
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suggestion, "He's a Muslim and he might be assediaiver who they supported for president. The problerourred
terrorists.” This is not the way we should be datrig America. when the aunt sent out a group email to everyonbentist that
showed her preference for the up coming electitve Aiece fired
| feel strongly about this particular point becauska picture | back that she was not of the same belief and was wehappy
saw in a magazine. It was a photo essay about sodpo are with the email. Needless to say, she told thisvieryone on the
serving in Irag and Afghanistan. And one pictureha tail end of email list.
this photo essay was of a mother in Arlington Cermgetand she
had her head on the headstone of her son's gramd. & the Frankly, | think it should be all right for everyarto show their
picture focused in, you could see the writing oa Headstone.colors at this time of the year. If an aunt caa¥éan intelligent
And it gave his awards--Purple Heart, Bronze Stdrewed thatdiscussion with her niece about politics duringcetm season,
he died in Iraq, gave his date of birth, date oéttle He was 20then we're headed down the wrong road of balkanizatf we
years old. And then, at the very top of the headsti didn't have are to have a better community and country, we neddd ways
a Christian cross, it didn't have the Star of Davtchad crescentto calmly and intelligently communicate with oneotiver.
and a star of the Islamic faith. And his name waseém Rashad
Sultan Khan, and he was an American. He was boriNew Anyway, this brought me back to an editorial | verdtack in
Jersey. He was 14 years old at the time of 9/1d, la& waited October of 2004 call Vote Cancellation by Ignorioters. | had
until he can go serve his country, and he gavelifas Now, we another read of it and it still looks pretty goddl. reproduce it
have got to stop polarizing ourself in this way. here for those of you that did not get to reagikthen. Enjoy!

It's Time to Vote
It's that time of year again - time to vote. | m&te was on the
email sidelines of a slight falling out between aamt and niece

Vote Cancellation by Reasons to Vote

Ignorant Voters Empowerment

An Editorial by Leonard Chan and The first reason that | could think of was empowenin- the
Edited by Philip Chin psychological importance of feeling in control. Witantributes
(First Published in October 2004) to happiness is feeling that you have some comtfaglour life.

Voting may not give you a great sense of controt,ibis a very

"Voters should pass a political literacy test.” Whas | reading?rare case where nothing you vote for wins. Evensthallest win

While on vacation in Maui, | picked up a local neaper (Maui helps us feel some measure of control. Don't yel debit of joy

Time Weekly). One editorial in particular caught mye — when a sports team you cheer for wins? You didmvehmuch to

“Triumph of the Stultocracy: Voters should pass ditipal do with the win, but don't you feel like you hadveshing to do

literacy test” (The article was removed from the Maui Tinveth it? The same can be said for voting - you may consider

website.) your vote as meaning much, but it is satisfyingriow something
you voted for won.

What was the writer, Ted Rall, talking about? Afteading his

piece with some chuckles and my head often shakingWinning Isn't Everything

agreement, | was amazed at the tangent that Raltaiéng from Contrary to the popular sports axiom, winning isrdally

the standard line of encouraging people to vote. everything. Feeling that you made your voice hemrdalso
important. Even when you are on the losing sidey lgave the

Rall's basic point was that recent polls and manthen street comfort of knowing that many people feel the sanag wou do.

interviews (poll done by the Program on InternalofPolicy Knowing the score gives us a measure of the pregoésour

Attitudes indicating voter ignorance) have showatth large causes. It's what keeps us from taking up armsyetiere we

percentage of the general public is ill equippedidte and thusdon't get our way.

should not. Rall goes on to suggest that peopleldhpass a

political literacy test before voting. It was raalicand a bit Elections are the ultimate polls, they are thectfirecord, and

disconcerting that he made some sense. they are the means by which the citizenry credsegdvernment.
Smart politicians will not ignore the losing siddghe percentages

He was right, why should | do so much studying kHcion are high enough.

candidates and issues, if other people that de$arcan so easily

cancel my vote? Shouldn't all the good citizeng ttha their Who's Right?

political homework be upset at ignorant voters? Wiinpuld Even if you guess, you have a 50% chance of begig on yes

anybody that has a pulse vote? Had America becomeant no issues or two people races. Even the expettstudy the

stultocracy: government by morons, for morons?" candidates and the issues can have widely oppgsiirgs of
view. People that are fully knowledgeable stilladjeee.

To quash these anti-democratic thoughts, | searfdractason to

vote. How do you know that you're right? Just because y@y be
armed with knowledge and logic that support younpof view,
facts can often be interpreted in many ways. Angfroelief in
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one's own correctness can often hinder one'syatwliinderstandyour sources wisely. Thanks to PBS, NPR, and therriet, we

nuances that make candidates and issues gray tlhdmeblack or can find good information. It's sometimes toughkitmw when

white. you are hearing or reading political spin, but ¢hare some good
sources out there. You have to work at it. But bwnyou're

Sometimes the things that we want can have unieteralready a pro at this since you've found us :).

consequences that we could not have foreseen -ewalv

experienced, read, or seen stories of such ta&se @lmost anyStay Engaged

Twilight Zone episode :). So why should we assuha & well- Be concerned, care about making a difference faxdgand

informed person would make any better decision thatess empathize with your neighbors. Even participatingliscussions

informed one? with friends and relatives can help. Philip, AACEsteemed
newsletter co-editor, often trades political jabghwall of us,
Connecting With Your Neighbors forcing us to do our homework and stay on our tdegie can't
Voting is the least that one can do to participateociety. Voting defend our positions, perhaps our beliefs are yauRolitical
can reengage people to discussions can be productive, but don't let it getsonal and

think beyond their own little worlds. This is imp@ant for don't let it ruin your friendships.

complex societies such as our own. Most of us divet on

remote islands or in the woods where our actionghtmonly Volunteer for Non-Violent Causes

affect ourselves. The completely libertarian systewhere Note the emphasis on non-violent. If your causeus, you will

everybody does whatever they want, doesn't worknwddemost not need arms and violence. All that is requiredaifunctional

anything you do has some ramifications to yourofeliman. You society is a lot of persistence and hard work. Whaykvith non-

need to sometimes work with your neighbors, conméttt them, profit organizations can be both good for societgt &or your own

make your voice heard, and vote. mental health. It feels good to be actively invd\vie a cause
rather than just sitting on the sidelines compfainiGive it a try -
we, as a non-profit organization, are always logKkior help :).

Back to Outrage and What We Can Do

Please don't misconstrue my arguments above asawvdor Give a Helping Hand to Inform Others

ignorant voters. | am upset to hear that otherade little time Teachers are in an enviable position, but thereotiter ways to

to learn about the issues and the candidates, Wiadre it much multiply your efforts. For example, this newsleftérhope, is

more seriously. | don't like having my vote candeteit by somedoing something to contribute to your knowledgeeba3oing the

ignorant and/or illogical person on the other sidewever, Ted research for it certainly helps me learn many things you

Rall's idea of a competency test before voting isgmided andeducate others, keep in mind that you don't nengs$eave all

would not work. The public would never accept aitjmall test in the answers. To do so would demonstrate a typerofjance that

order to vote. I'm not even sure if it would be stitutionally May reduce your power to persuade.

legal.
And If You Don't Know...

Stay Informed If you don't know or don't have an educated guésskay not to
Part of the solution is with all of us that claim know. Yes, Vote. Every election usually has a zillion issued aandidates to
especially you educators and people in the media.SEary thingconsider. | often find it impossible to make up mind or learn
about an ignorant populace is how people with ppmeney, andabout everything on the ballot. Do what you can laedappy for
media access can manipulate the less knowledgeakde. To just participating or just sit back, let someonseello the heavy
combat the influences of power and money we neeubté hard lifting, and don’t complain.
at staying informed with good and reliable inforioat

Keep in mind that you're the fourth branch of goweent. At
It's your duty as a citizen or even as a non-votegjdent to stayevery election you become the boss - you have dheepto fire
informed. We must learn to ignore sound bites immercials, OF hire; you are in control. So use your power lyisend | hope
short flyers, and comedic entertainment. Rathen thaing for Your candidates and issues win (provided that rtaeyh
bites, go for the whole meal - read, listen, andclyabut chooseagreement with mine :-).

ADDITIONS TO OUR WEBSITE

The following books are discounted for subscriltersur newsletter. The discounts on these books\ewd 19, 2008.

Asian Americans and Politics
(1T Perspectives, Experiences, Prospects

AMERICANS Edited by Gordon H. Chang
am POLITICS 2001, 425 pages, Paperback.

=

As our nod to the coming Nov. 2008 election, wefaaguring this still discerning 2001 collection d
essays written by Gordon H. Chang, Don T. NakanRai-te Lien, Neil T. Gotanda, Frank H. Wu,
Bruce E. Cain, and others contributors, on topfesstan Americans and Politics.

Item #3527, Normally $27.95 ... for newsletter sulters$22.36
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In Defense of Our Neighbors
The Walt and Milly Woodward Story

By Mary Woodward
2008, 152 pages, Hardback.

This book takes place on Bainbridge Island, in Whegtion State from the 1930s to 1945. It is a
historical perspective of the community and thead@ge residents who lived and worked there
before Pearl Harbor was bombed. Walt and Milly Wieart, who owned and wrote for the

Bainbridge Review, chronicled the life events dithJapanese friends and families while they were
living in the Manzanar interment camp. This booligten by Walt and Milly's daughter Mary with
inclusions of Walt and Milly's own writings. It mmgly shows how their friends were discriminated
by the government, which stripped them of theipgrty and livelihoods, but how their friends were
still able to maintain their dignity through théicarceration.

Item #3526, Normally $24.95 ... for newsletter sulters$19.96

The Dragon's Child
A Story of Angel Island

By Laurence Yep, Kathleen S. Yep, Dr.
2008, 144 pages, Hardback.

The Dragon's Child is the story of a boy who comoaghie US from China in the 1920s. The story i
based on prolific author Laurence Yep's own fatAéhough it is a novel, it draws upon the family,
research done by Laurence Yep and his niece KatMep. With over 500 pages of archival
immigration files found on the family, Laurence Ywps able to deduce a story that recreates the
lives of his father and relatives. As Laurence epcribes in the author notes, “...historical diatis
more than a record of dates and statistics: itlshimeia dialogue with the dead. And so this novel
conversation with my father about his long jourt@yngel Island and America.”

Item #3529, Normally $15.99 ... for newsletter suliers$12.79

2]

Images of America
Marysville's Chinatown

By Brian Tom, Lawrence Tom, and the Chinese Ameridaiseum of Northern California
2008, 128 pages, Paperback.

Marysville, located in California's Central Vall®yhome to one of the earliest continuously
populated Chinese communities in California’s galdntry. This book tells the history of the early
Chinese immigrants to Northern California througigonal and archival photographs from the late
1800's through present day. The Bok Kai Templet buil854 and relocated in 1880 to it's present
site has been a mainstay of the Marysville's Cleimesnmunity and the annual Bok Kai Festival is
one of the largest celebrations of it's kind. Tke/ly opened Chinese Museum of Northern California
is also located in Marysville and has an objectovgreserve and interpret the history of Chinase
America' as well as to house Chinese artifacts.

Item #3525, Normally $19.99 ... for newsletter suliers$15.99

Earth Passages
Journeys Through Childhood

By Lora Jo Foo
2008, 95 pages, Hardback.

Earth Passages relates the story of growing uptinFeancisco's Chinatown in the late 1950's and
early 60's. It tells of the harsh childhood thehautexperienced as a young girl whose mother worked
six and often seven days a week to make ends hwet.Jo Foo began working at the age of nine
and had to grow up fast, but ultimately the bodls t&f how she overcame the harshness of her
childhood and how she has reconciled with her thaetigh her photography. The stories are told
28 vignettes and are paired with beautiful natiretpgraphs taken by the author as an adult.

Item #3528, Normally $32.95 ... for newsletter sulters$26.36

=]

© 2008 byAsian American Curriculum Project, Inc. (anon-profit organization since 1970)
Visit our website aAsianAmericanBooks.com

529 East Third Avenue, San Mateo, California 9440#&| 650-375-8286
Page



